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Sifting Through the Evidence
Primary Document Analysis Student Worksheet

Examining primary documents can be a challenge if you have never examined them before. A Primary Source
refers to a document that reflects the first hand life experience of the person in question. They are very
important for historians to learn about the past but are not always clear in what they mean. Primary document
analysis requires interpretation. We need to figure out what this particular source is trying to say to us.

When first looking at the document, you want to try to identify what kind of document it is; such as certificates,
letters, poems, photographs, newspaper articles, etc and try to discover as much information about the person
as possible. Look for dates, places, people’s names, events to build a biographical sketch of the person’s life.

This file tells the story of Wallace Bruce Mathews Carruthers, a Canadian soldier of the South African War
(also known as the Boer War) and the founder of the Canadian Signalling Corps. Your task is to find out as
much as possible about him as a person. The following questions have been prepared to provide you with an
idea of what researchers look for. Answer them and you will have an idea of what a portion of Bruce
Carruthers’ life was like.

Sifting Through the Evidence

Primary Document Analysis
When engaging with a primary document it is important to remember a number of key questions:
1. What kind of document is it?
a. lIsitaletter?
Is it a photograph?
Is it a certificate?
Is it a newspaper article?
Is it an essay?
f. Is it a government document?
2. What are its parts?
a. lIs there an author?
b. Is there a date?
c. Are there locations mentioned?
d. Who is mentioned within the document?
3. Time to Analyze
a. Whatis it talking about?
b. Can you summarize in your own words the content in the document?
c. Can you explain why it was written?
d. What is the historical context? Or What was happening at that time in history?
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Assignment: For this exercise, choose two documents from your folder and perform an analysis of those
documents using the questions above.

Primary What Kind of
Document Document?
Name

Name the Parts

Analysis

Now that you understand how to interpret a primary document, use this knowledge to answer the Research
Questions about Bruce Carruthers’ Life using all the documents in your folder.

Assignment: Along with the other members of your group, look through and examine the Primary Source
Documents & Materials in this file. Read the following questions, and answer them accordingly. Be sure to
note the source of your answers.

Fill Out You Answers in this Table

Research Question

Answer

Source

When did Bruce
Carruthers enroll in
RMC?




When did Bruce
Carruthers graduate
from RMC?

After passing the
course of Instruction in
Army Signalling,
Carruthers was
qualified to act as a

in

Army Signalling

What year was
Carruthers qualified to
instruct the Cavalry
Pioneers?

In 1893, Bruce
Carruthers was
appointed which rank?
What was the Battalion
number and regiment?

How old was Bruce
Carruthers when he
volunteered for the

Boer War in 1899

Read the poem “At the
Battle of Hardt River”;
summarize the role of
Bruce Carruthers in
three-five lines.

What are the six forms
of communication
available in the fields
according to
Carruthers?




What forms of
communication are the
enemy likely to want to
destroy?

Why are mounted
orderlies and cyclists
dangerous forms of
communication in
hostile countries?

According to
Carruthers, which
method of
communication is
advantageous?

Carruthers states 10
situations where visual
signalling could be
used. What are they?

When does visual
signalling fail?




During the South
African War (Boer War)
when did the
authorities realize the
need for signalling?

What prize did the City
of Kingston give to
Bruce Carruthers upon
his return to Kingston in
July 19027

Which group had the
superior numbers
during the Battle of
Hardt River, The
British/Canadians or
the Boers?

Describe the events at
The Battle of Hardt’s
River.

Who was Carruthers
married to?

What was General
Order 1677

When did Bruce
Carruthers die?
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AT THE BATTLE OF HARDT RIVER, 1902

A thrill of joy — yet sadness fills each heart
For our brave Canadian stand at (Kleinhardt)
Where they fought the Boers that day

Till scarce a man was left they say

They’ve won glory for Canada and flag

Bruce Carruthers’ little band of men

(By the hundreds) they charged — they fought to take them then
His shot the leader kills

“Back — No Surrender” how it thrills

He’s won glory for Canada and flag

Remember Evans dying on the veldt
Firing his last shot of a hundred in his belt
Smashing rifles while Grim Death

Still struggles for his breath

He’s won glory for Canada and flag

All Nations praise, some envy as they cheer
Hearts knit to the Mother Country have no fear
Our Anglo Saxon blood

We’ll win glory for Canada and flag

To those mourning lost ones (among) the brave
Our Empire weeps with you (oer) their graves
We'll write each honoured name

On our country’s roll of fame

They’ve won glory for Canada and flag
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D S - BTOURAPILLCAL SKeTCH preilvE s
THE LATH 'WAJOR W, B. !t, CARRUTHERS
The lats Major V.B.dl. Carruthsrs is revognizedias the Bmgraphy
founder of the Royal Canadian Corps of Signals, cu it owes ite exictence D Sigs 1963
to hie foresight and detormination, C&E Museum
i
Major Carruthers wms born et Ringaton in 1863, graduated with Archives
honours from the Hoyal 141itary College of Cansdn in 1883 and immedlntoly 5
noceptod & cormigsion in the British Regular My os = lieutenont in the Box 157

21gt Bussars, Nine years loter he was commissionad in the 14th Battalioen,
The Prirgess of Dales? Own }ifles, Omradion Mdlitiam, end rose to the rank
of omptain, On the outbroak of the South African Far, he reverted to the
rank of sergoant to boe able to go on motlve service with the fioyal Camadian
Regiment, Ho returned with the Regiment to Capeda in MNovomber 1900, was
diganarged, bub re-enrolled ons yesr later as senior 'licutenant with the
2nd Regimert, Canadian Mounted Rifles, whioh wes being raissd for sarvice
in Seuth Afriom,

This officor errived for his second tour in Boath Afrieca in
February, 1902, end returned to Canada in Jume of that year, In those
few months he participated in the wotion near Hart River, On 31 liarch
o recomaissence party was marohing %o the junotion of the Brakaprult
and Hart rivora vhem 1t ovorteek o much larger ememy foroo, Lt Carruthors
was ccmanding Non 8 and 4 Troops of E Squadron as the roar guard when the
Sooro attaoked with rifles and light artillery and drove in e deferce
nosts Carruthurs immedistely bad his men dismount and nlthough thers wes
no cover, trey held the ememy at bey for sors tlme, Their aotionm, in whioh
17 of the 21 troopers undor Carruthirs were sithor killed or wounded,
won {rom tho Officer Comnmanding the highsst praise a3 ho desoribed tha
"jnvineible courags end devotion to duty"™ of Bruve Carruthere and his
varty, Cerruthers hod so distirguished himsell that he was montioned in
dsspatehes, end pramoted to ompktain on the Unattached List "in rocognition /
of servicee in Bouth Africa”,

Aftar his return to Canada, Gt Carputhers bogan his campaign
< persuade tho militury authorities %o cstabliak p soparate aignalling
service, presumably as a result of his erperiemces with commmications
in tha reoent highly wobile war in South Africa, As sarly es April 1908
Lord Dundonald had remarlked in vubilo on the need for "= batter systenm
of Bignals® in the army.

Oa the surfase 1903 seemed an unpropiticus tims to press for
‘sush en innovation as & sipml corps, Camedians were bound to return
t5 their uomilitsry tradition now that hostilities had osesed, end the
zreat govermmantegoonsored campaign to peocple the Canadian west was
alraady ebgorbing much of thoir Interest and onergles. Nevertheless, tra
war had arcuscd sonme cntlmsiasm for eoldlering, and Lord Dundonald's
roforme in the Cenndian Militis were pade with a view to moeting sy
future hostilitius in Burcpe, But militery slgnalling was still a matter
of visual siguals, by flags, lemps and heliographs operated by wnyons
intorested, Telephone and telegraph gommunications wero already in the
capable hands of tre engineers, end wireless, which bad boen used in
military opsrations for the first time in South Afrlea, was still roegarded
as an unproven novelty, or even as a toy, Forward signals then, in the
sense of & trained body of specialisty, did not exist in amy army of the
Hrpire. It wns Capt, Carrutlers' aim e orvate such an arm, and to the
extent that the Canadian Signal Corps msds thie & reality, it is largely
hls morumont.

Az o result of his reproszentations, Gemeral Order 167 of 1503
was ismaued, suihoriring the formetion of & "8ignalling Corpa” with an -
establishmont of 18 officers and 84 other rarks. From this modest begiming
grow the Royal Canadian Jorpe of Sipnsle of to-daye

w2
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In 1904, Capt. Carruthera was promoted to Major and eppointed
Insprnector of Signalling.

At the samp timw, Capt FA Lister, RCR, who had ocompletad &
course at the British School of Signalling, Aldershot, was made Assistant
Inspector of Signalling., These two men were to share tho duties of
Ineps utcr, Carruthers hoving ths wostern Military Distriots, and Listor
the vastern Distriots, The naxt otep wno the establishment of Signalling
Corpn Mesadquarters in Carruthers' homs town, Eingston, Ontarioc.

The Inapestor of Signalling beocame responsible to the Militia
Counail for the supervision of all signalling instruotion and practlco
in Canada, for the inspection of Sigmallers and equipment in ell Purmanent
Fores and Astlve Militia units, for an amual report on unit efficienyy,
ard for the saale and cultebillty of all aignalling equipment.

In 1905 the worlk of the nmaw Corps in training signallers
roally got unier way. Training was with holiograph, lamp, flags, and
semaphore, and detailed efficlency etandards wire laid down for thoso
who hoped %o recoive spooiamlists' pay,

Provision was mada for qualifying signallers and maintal ning
a uniform system of signalling by offering six or eight-week ocurses at
tha warious parmanent houdquartsrs, under the supcrvision of the Inspeotor
of Sigmalling. All of this trolning was “based on British Army signalling
procedures.

A major reorganization of the young Corps oocourred in 1906,
Tre positions of Carruthers end lister wore clarified by making the former
fssistant fdjutani-Cenecral for Bignelling and tho latter Deputy A.A.G.5.
Tes 3ignelling Servicoof the Canadion Militie was defined as consisting of
the Signalliry Corps impluding a rogimental staff drawn from the Permanent
Feros, amd regimental signallers of the Permanent Foros, oity and rural

COTpPdc

The choleo of tho distinguishing uniform oolours-Fremsh greye-
and the design of the Corps bedge was Cerruthsrs! fribute to the regimsnt
of his firot cormissicn, the 21at Hiwears, redesigmated in 1897 tha 2lst
(Empress of India's) Lancerss Crossed flegs bad replscod orossed lances,
"CSC™ had beon subotltuted for "M, and the Corps motté rovlased the
regimontal name on the seroll, The Canedian Signelling Corpa now
pcasacsed distinguishing dress end badges--e sign that 1t had como of age.

On 21 Cetober 1910, almost seven years to the doy since his
Corps wos established, Bruce Carruthers died in his native Kingston.

Dirsatorata of Signalas
Aroy Headguartsrs

- MUSEUM
19 Apr 63 B LHTP\RY C& E ;\”‘U‘::_U
CURATOR
‘EE FlInJ-TDN =t
2600
po BOX 170203 0 S

KingsTON ON - K7

Biography

D Sigs 1963
C&E Museum
Archives

Box 157
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CanaDIAN SpeciaL Service Forces.

SOUTH RFRICA, 1898-1900.
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0 METHODS OF
Communicating and Signalling in the Field:

CAPT. BRUCE CARRUTHERS, R.,O,,

Signalling Secretary Royal Canadians,

SouTH AFRICAN WAR.

An army in the field cannot be expecied to agt with any de-
gree of success unless the General Officer commanding has a trust-
worthy and rapid means of receiving and conveying intelligence
and orders from his headguarters to the most distant oatposts
through his Divisional Generals, Brigadier Geuerals, Officers com-
manding Regiments, O C. Picquets, Detached Posts and Observa-
tion Ppsts These communications in the field are established by
means of the following methods :(— -

(1) Telegraph. (2) Telephone. (3) Wireless Telegraphy.
(4) Visual Signalling. (5) Mounted Orderlies. (d) Oyeclists.
Bach of these has its advantages and its disadvantages, depending
in a great measure upon the nature of the country in which the
operations-are b2ing conducted.” Let us consider concisely each
of these methods in detail.

The telegram and telephone are universally recognized as the
most rapid and most accurate of all for purposvs of cormmunication
from point to point, but in times of war in a hostile country when
an active and mobile enemy may stealthily swoop down upon
your line of communication at any point, andin amcment destroy
by a single compression of the pinchers the whole medium, it is
apparent that it would not be acting discretely to rely entirely
upon this single means, however perfect and satisfactory it may be
when in working order.

-
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The third method of Wireless Telegraphy I submit has not
been sufficiently established to- warrant its universal acceptance.
Should it ever be perfected, I see in its aim and use the solution
of all difficulties. which pres:nt themselves under this head.
Whilst scientific experimenters are scarching for a practical
realization of this most perfect of all systems. we must recognize
in the meantime, the necessity for an application of the best
means at our disposal for the accomplishment of this absolutely
essential and indispensable communication above relerred to.

With respect to Mounted Orderlies and Cyclists, it is evident
that in many instances the nature of the country would mate-
rially interfere with their effectiveness, and the long distance fire
arms makes it unsafe, under cerlain circuinstances, for a successful
transmission of what might be a most important message..

Visual signalling is the method to which I wish particularly
to call your attention. It possesses the great advantage of hav-
ing ils line of communication not presenting many points of attack
to an army, reguires little transport and possesses great mobility.
Frem e advantages above alluded to we can easily conclude that
it would be of special value in the more advanced pesitions of the
army taking up the work when the telegraph and telephone had left
off, or when no other means would be employed, such as from invest-
ed positions as was at one {ime Ladysmith, Kimberly and Mafeking,
also between columns on the march where the ground is too rough
to traverse or where there are no roads. It can also be used to
supplement the telegraph or telephone, either relieving it of
pressure or filling a gap in the line should communication be
interrupted. It thus should invariably be associated with the
telsgraph and telephone as an alternative method in case of
accident. This principle was recognized in South Africa when
possible, and to my personal knowledge Springs, 1n the Transvaal,
was connected with Elandslontein, near Johanuesburg, by tele-
oraph, and supplemented, in case of accident, by conveniently
established Helio and Lamp, signalling stations. It is most
usefully employed, (1) in the more advanced position of an army
in hilly countries with unfriendly inhabitants. (2) When de-
tachments of an army are at rest for a definite period. (3) Between
outposts and advance guards and their main bodies. (%) During
advance of the cavalry division covering an army, by keeping up

ey
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communication between connecting and communicating posts

~laterally and from front to rear. (5) Between detached posts and

columns. (6) Belween peints of temporary importance in a de-
fensive position. (7) Between ships and shore. (8) Between per-
manent station forts. (9) Between units. (10) During cavalry
reconnoissance and such exigencies as might multiply in a cam-
paign of war. In case of a fog or storm which dims the medium
of sight, visual signalling fails, but under those conditions signailers
if mounted could, with perfect safety, transmit any urgent mes-

_tage under the protection given by the fog by temporarily doing

the duty of a mounted orderly, and-with this contigency in view
it seems most advisable to have signallers provided with horses.
Besides, from my experience in South Africa, on many occasions
on the line of march, when commmunication was required between
advanced and rear guards, or flanking parties or between columns
marching upon parallel roads, beiore we could establish commu-
nication, the column would have moved a considerable distance,
and we found the work of rejoining the column most exhausting.
Also, after an infantry signaller has marched 1o or 20 milesin 2
semi-tropical country especially, he cannot be expected at once
to be in as fresh a condition, necessary for proper efficiency as a

mounted signaller who can gc {rom one post of the field to

another with comparative case and rapidity.

The different methods of coinmunicating in the field that I
have mentioned provide an army with a means of receiving and
conveying intelligence and orders under varying circumstances.
Should one system fail we can readily supplant it by another
more suitable. To visual signaliing is given the burden of the
work, as it {ulfils the most important conditicns, and for that
reason I lay particular stress upon it.  Never has grealer use been
made of this system than during the war in Souih Africa, and |
quote some remarks of our Brigadier General Smith-1iorien, whose
opinion all military men are bound to respect, in orc<: to impress
upon you the great value of the art of signalling  Iiy lirst ex-
perience with our Brigadier was o the march irom Cirospan to
Paardeberg. [ was attached to his staff on ene particular day in
charge of signallers, when two of our Companies auder Col.
Buchan were ordered to search some kopjes on the left flank
where the enemy was reported to be. The General at once asked
me, “Are there signallers with those Companies?” T replied,

19
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“Yes sir. “Good” he said. I lay it down as a principle that
whenever a body of troops is detached from the main column,
cither on the move or at the halt, signallers should always accom-
pany them in order that instant communication may, be establish-
ed.” He then coatinued, I never tire out the horses of my staff
n ccﬂn'eyjnc' orders and collecting reports when signaliers can
be used ; now Sergeant de not forrret this.” 1 can assure you,
gentlemen, I did not forget these 111struct10ns difiicult as it was
at times to provide trained men, for our numbers were few. I
found the same value was attached to signalling by other Gen-
erals throughout the Company; no matter how large or how small
were the detached bodies, it was insisted upon that signalling
communications should be established with headquarters.

Let us also for a moment consider the moral efect, take as ex-
ample of the outposts guarding the main body at rest from sur-
prise. The Commanding Officer at headguarters will be inspired
with confidence when he knows that by a few flashes of helio by
day or lamp by night, he can bec informed of the whereabouts of
an enemy and the direction of attack, and the Gificer commanding
picquet and his iaen realize that they can be in instant communi-
cation with headquarters and receive timely reinforcements if
needed. I can assure you we signallers were the center of in-
tense inlerest indeed when in times of anxiety the blinkiing and
twinkling of cur lamps or helios conveyed trustworthy informa-
tlon from outposis to headquarters I honestly believe that in

ses where British troops were tuken by surprise and disaster

nsied was due to a combination of poor scouting and careless or
no signal arrangements; fortanately for our regiment we were
never taken by surprise, and all credit is dueto our Commanding
Ofiicer who took every possible precaution to guard against such
a fate, and though we at times were worked very hard and of
courss gr ambled as all soldiers do, we realized that these plecmu-
tions saved us in many instances from disaster,

In summing up the remarks I think vou will agree w:l.h me,
that ne body of troopa can claim to be in an efficient state ready
to take the field unless it has attached to it a body of trained
signallers fally equipped in every respect, and that every Battery -
of Artillery, Regiment of Cavalry aud Regiment of Infantry should
have ils proper complement in our Canadian forces.

e R e e
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OUR UNPREPAREDNESS BEFORE THE WAR,

Before the First Contingent left for Souih Africa, no provi-
sion was made for either trained signallers or signalling equip-
ment. The authorities did not evidently recognize at the time its
necessity. it was only when the Regiment arrived at DeAar and
Orange Rivér that steps were taken to organize a corps. As the

Adjutant knew that I was the only experienced certificated in- .

stractor in Army Signalling with the Regiment, 1 was appointed
Signalling Sergeant under Signalling Oficer Lieui. Caldwell,
and upon e devolved tha responsibility of training a body of
Signallers after we had actually taken the field. I hesitaied to
accept the position, knowing the great responsibility of its nature,
the little time available and the veiry raw material I had to werk
with. I also recognized the fact that any inaccuracy in reading
orders might involve great loss of life. When I Hrst started to
select men many obstacles at first put in my way. Company
Officers naturally did not care to part with their best men, who
alone seemed to me possiole, however, in time I succeeded in get-
ting together an intelligent lot who soon got interested in their
work, and after six weeks' instruction at Belmont, where, fortu-
nately for us, we were stationed, we wera able to provide signal-
lers for Regiment duty such as communication betweer picquets
and headquarters, and some of the more iniellizent men who had
been old telegraphers, mastered the Helio and Lamps and were
able to brigade duty. '

I mention the above to let you knew bnow unprepared we
were, as far as signalling is concerned, before the war. I would
like to ask the guestion, are we any better off now ? I believe
not. I communicate these views for the express purpose of
icteresting you in this important subjeci and giving you what
information I have gained from my experince in South Africa.
i consider it a duty, and I feel satished that if this matter is
properly brought before the authorities, they will not close their
eyes to its importance. Steps should at once be taken to organise
Signalling Corps throughout the Canadian KMilitia, insisting upon
every unit having its staff of Signallers. Iuspeciors of Signalling
should be appointed in different districts, respensible that instruc-
tion is given in accordance with regulations. Lateron I should
like to see a School of Signalling organized wilh power to grant

21
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Cerlificales, and in this way we would soon have a capable lot of
Instructors throunghout the Militia and an efficient and highly
Arained body of Signallers.

I trust that within a short space of time it will be an impos-
sible thing for any body of troops leaving Canada’s shores, to be
without Signallers highly trained and fully equipped in every
respect. Let us not leave this most important department to be

established upon the field of battle under the nervous strain and

excitement which is not conducive to efficient development of
this art, to accomplish which requires time and much practice. -

BRUCE CARRUTHERS,
éapr. LA

Late Signalling Sergt. Royal Canadians while in South Alfrica,
and for some years Instructor in Army Signalling 21st Hussars.
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VICTORIA, by the Grace of God. of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, QUEEN,
of the Faith, d&e., de., de.

To. Quk Thisty 2110 "Well ‘Béloved £ Mf@eﬁtmemgm@mﬂerg GREETING -
Rryogfng especial confidence in your l.aynlty". Cmagc and Good Conduct, We do hereby constitute and appoint you, during

in Fhe 14 Tnttalesre

Qur Royal Pleasure to be - ::
e et A AT T ren

- 7
T%e LZ7incess. D ins g _ ool
and precedence in the said Mfﬂ. SN

of Active Militia, of Our Dominion of Canada, taking ra
from the 3 ewveritd, _day of r:;L-__ one thousand eight hundred and ninety. 5’7’(1
and iRk Militia G Oup Dosminis (o He SEGER®A . . o " diyor zﬁarzz SRl D L |
ane thousand eight hundred and 2772888 (ThrEe
You are therefore carcfully and diligently to di arge the duty of C’ ¥ . § by exercising and well
disciplining the ]nfcrlor Officers and Men of the sad -"“ A e ,and We do hereby command them to obey you as their
é And you are to observe and follow all such orders and directions as you shall from time to

time receive from s or any your Superior Officer, according to Law.
Given: a2 Qv ity of Db, Biis ZEPGaNE.  iay of ,.,/1’7:111 . _in the year of
Our Lord one thousand cight hundred and nincty—ﬁ;rf@ e -, and in the fifty SexiA year of Our Reign.
IN Wirness whereof Our Right Trusty and Weil Beloved, the Right Honourmable Sir FREDERICK ARTHUR STANLEY,
Baron Stanley of Preston, in the County of Lancaster, in the Peerage of Great Britain, Knight Grand Cross of Our
Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Our Governor General of Canada, hath hereunto set his hand and seal the day
and year last above mentioned, at Ottawa aforesaid.

b5 = M’ ot w2y _Colonel,
Adjutant General of Militia
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Aldershot Form 8.

X

School of Instruction in Army Signalling.

weh
ALDERSHOT, 22°% Jven ¥ 1586.

1’1‘/
i

-

This is to Certify that &M ARl Larry d’iﬁr
2 ':ﬁb 2! Mh&m passed through a course of Instruetion in Army Sigualling

at Aldershot Camp, and that he is hereby qualified to act as *

in Army Signalling.

No. of marks out of 300... 4L T .. -
$F Lavge flag sending ... 4. ¢ 3 ; ﬁ
No. of “'°"hS Small flag reading ... 4.6 5 - 4/?-.
per minute J Lamp mdil:g ......... q zJ T i W R T
" Holiograph .. Iuspwtur of Army Nignalling.

ﬁ’/aﬂ.d;/ﬂ,m:%ﬂ

Signature of Bearver,

F&T 126 931 \‘1-1 |lh1
Beli-y EEry



8. F. 661.

School of Military Engineering.

This is to Certify thnm wH. b

gfww _____passed through a course of Instruction in
— Yeptg VrorAS e

Sohool of Military Engineering, and that the following is the report of his

qualifications :—

Qualified to act as Instructor to Cavalry Picneers.

—."21\‘\' AT

&1gnature of Bares’ = 7 Colonel, Engineers,
Comma nt, S0 E.
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P. 85
F&T 600 8-55 “uaal



f:0¢clock,,
Tlarge: munbem to extend .a heartywel-

fcome; to. remu*mnw .South Afn.xcan her- _'
foes.- The best _in the hmd‘ 15 N6 Loo"

: hun-get

ey

e

Jthiat
' :mlﬂht be E..‘ta’bhkhed
| taeught not 1o trifle \uth the anﬂt‘;r Uf

mfﬂ-a—%cwe? :
The +triith of

€ —world-
.Q}Bhl]}s ‘a héro !

J&hﬁn_ citizens, ttuned —out_

ood for ‘gallant lads who' go rth.to -

o) Ea@"ile for home and " em{hre, and t,heae

Jherges ave deserung of the. “kindljest
conaldexq,tmn fite the hand': 5
stay-at- homes,
braved dan,ger

T hese \eterans ha\e
faqacL deéath; -

-sorts® of~ *hardship. _mmdent to” \.\a‘rfare,
tinorder that the i _tt_rgm:ymgg the: Br;t-,,
_lQh em pue-imwhtu ained - and
tht rwhts Br:ttsh wub;eeha
~and~~a:-rstrﬁe-n foe

tht. Brxtlsh hon. - |-~
lb It not Ctmzpe.tnhle. wnth ‘the sende

1aof rts;ht that citizens Should- be(mmc.
| enthusiadtic
performed by these ht‘l’t]t.h

over’the decde 6t valor:
th?t they.
should ruise their voices in' louwd = ac
‘claim in wetmmmw them home, and

;-_ewqtemi fto them ‘thu !‘ru:dum uf the
4 I+ ' A

Wt [ T I

The D.Cu./y British )’Vh.«j rno. 1% 3

July 25 1902 (/;,Ha.,) ;

II"‘b ut]

“this”
adage was fully demnn‘-ltrated ‘at .one

e-.

sul:ered i3
loss of sleep.. faugue and all| [¥

‘-,ml-

appearance. of the citizen goldiers,

- 1t hme are. ccumtlc

ch Téritth distinction of V;cto:m
s - thit— never »"'conm ta . light.
ere all these- kno\\n, .trlm;.e Awortd e
Ny, Cahedian - 7veterafis - 1o dav
rmdlv L\curmg'-the* coveted “decora’

_tmn—\\huh tells ‘in silent” languape.of -
“’m aye deeds' ‘per formod m t}]b face _of
-n‘;mﬂer' TR

e he eremonies ﬁmmrﬁ*d— ﬂ~rf~h— —tlw
\\(](mn(-~lmnw which began lhlu-.uuy
.;Grr“‘lnuvd* to-diy --ut ‘noon, - when
trowds , of’ citizens. gathmml Tat . the
‘Grand 'Iltl@lx station and. on adjncent
Titrects o extpnd hearty _greetings to
thé veterans. he nﬂwt-l» and  ‘men
‘of the JLC.PA ~were ‘in attendance,
but . ‘the - 14th regiment was —eon—
spicuausky alrgrﬂ-t_,_ and many_wére the,
adverse criticisms cheard of the nuu-g
to

| which corps’ almmt every 1emencr
-veteran < had * belonged. - Lie it ‘ol.
‘Skinner, u:m‘mandmg Uﬂuer Was pre- |

sent in umfuun,«hut he was the, OHIV
“1epresentative the jeghment—had
Ammw those"on the p]atfdlm were—;
“ol- \Iont:z.ambelt RO oG]
. CsB:-Coli-H+ R. Smnh -‘H-Un
- Hartv,. ‘mavor- Shaw', and
AanembersTof- ‘the (Jtv (ounul cityv: soli-

citor Melntvre,: city Llelk_ qhammn,’
Lol ]nhn IJuf; and d_many other citi-
/("HR n_l _note.” The - ‘men of the R C.In

ir

:;A_;.' were drawn “upin. single line - for

S
the piirpose_of - Kedping - the platform
Lleul Sofi Lhe (lu\\_,dq

w hu.h Jﬂ'irrér'f{—-—t-a—

hotnﬂ (f‘snnnn 7 solllp'w
Imn(! -of. thr- Tth~regim
oj’ m&tluctn 5

-. !i hP

29



'thf‘ front- of the platform,” ang '-(u)jj_
Lapt, Bruce. Carruthérs and his capr
rades were wniotmfnd he an f‘nthtf»'

'hdnf.f\ a5 m anv. ag 4\ 'Z,ltl?'E‘I'lc ("I{t*p

come, His *comradds were %hm»u\mab

|
g

»of the city meul redurned \‘E.f“l&"h“‘-
Coflicers, ete., all parading  insice Ty

route-the massed ecitizens cheered Tt
L. vnvdd -handkerchiefs, © clapped
!hcmfu« and made other unmrm\t:atmm—‘

|

Aurware, mm

Ihel erowd - wetiised to ‘be Lopt =i
hounds, “and made 4 frantic quh for.

L\HULJ_ tnmn" cager 1o ofasn, *he‘-u

ol (apt Carruthers’ hands ., at oNee,
SO anxious were thev to bid hlm xgpi-

as much - attention, everybody br*mq
wlad to see the ]\m'htnn bma return
safe anc] sound., (("ILLUOHV was nisre-
gavaed: it was case of the: stronger
rmttmo nearest the hmoes, the \\eﬂk
er b*mlr “thrust back: This-sart of
strnoele continued ]_!‘_!_1.-5-0’{1]" minutes;
a'tm W hu}y mu\m Shaw, with_ the as-
sistunce of the citv -clork. succeeded in

'ha\mﬂ a4 provession ]'mn}q%, ‘?mdi
start was made s the citv
The 47th banl W inT the lead: then

)ul.dm'w

cameamnnuer S }141\\ Capt. Carruthers
and “-mrmrm Licut.-Col. Dufi, members

Hnes oL artillervmen. ‘\H alol]r;—tF

of pleasure. It was a thrilling Spuc-
tacl ;

The  steps leading up  to the cutv
buildings were thronged . hy jovous |
“citizen's,, ladies *m'drunnmm”f their |
f‘ =h, -c,-!t tinted carments, the Hnttntwi

ne of hcmr]kor( ‘hiofs  and. .canstant
Shiftine of Bosition presented 5 kaleiz]

: dmum:u scene that would-hase sepnt

an priTst 'mtn 1i)t ez, Room Was
;}“ﬁ.n?*’*pl-w’:‘ for ithe- maver ana vt
_ernans, .wu whon “order hm! been “epvge
ted ont’ of the Lhau{lr mass ‘of SEERO- )
erling hlum Nty mavor -Shew :‘Itqj,_ .
_‘mm thp'fr.rfuléu St L

dUde *--mnd
r‘i:am a.l; thv

ot naf\; th( ]rguple >
:.ﬁu mnthv 1 £

hnz gesy

;nut' }1\ e oy
iniz) “pa nﬂnldrh‘ £ ;fh\ti

v r.}l.IE-';Tf‘lr ig
Yosarnt i m'__ i
1 ’tﬂé F‘l} ‘1

30



- 'lrhe aclglress,+“ra qg:ned

ihe citizens, by nrayor  Shaw-
¢t cterk, ma]or:,L “Shann.
h"J hu"s“ oz‘d’ﬁ are of the' Tates

mq uf ‘the ‘., cay ah
Capt.. (urruthers"- '
sword, . Both -arée ofrc
ship, -snil- thg ‘fuiest gy
bp pun a-0d JThe-

tfzmr'.
dﬂd t,‘n@- hour of the:r

Mraes,s,

.:;._“he Bﬁaple Leaf Foreve:
forth . fronf. Re -ba
qlul“Cd .‘t-hnlﬁhodv to kt.arf.
have it sung ehtough Applauss |
od- {.apt. W Bruce Carruthr ;
:,w(;rd in ,ha o fotw

rephr ‘ba;rt Ca
and  winewy,. thinner ¢
necount Lafs *J*b&rci -0

hz«mlwm muhaj

- fm-imf:smur the hon 1
f-zens ha\e -]one me to-day.

b

RS hile _
1 rieath the

|

| -manding ofﬁcer rémirided aus Rhat, we
4 "had“‘thtr— kt'e}nungf-cyf

] Uf (ﬂna(]a .l 'n .ouri - hands.:

‘ported, by brave merr andﬁhalc their |

Fmy comrases, ljm_,souv a]l .u_t,he:u

.‘1}’

Ytarted Jdor SouthiAfmca Sne: ch

‘}le—”hﬂﬂﬁl-—
s for “you - fo _}nclcre ‘whethe
OOt we. have - kept that hdnor un-.
sullied,” Bur it fs- easv: to..do, Lume
deeds (ai—,}*mnm wheén we have good, .

brave men under us. An officer cannot:
do ‘anything himself, he must bBe Sup-

*wbod-will ‘and confidence. : While ™ I ;ur
peased to come back with se~-manv of

‘are not with me; Someclnf them -
still _in hospital outh Afri
swhere, they undelwmt._dpcnanun,_'._ ;
qunned them of - eves, Tarms*
mm‘h s: :otherg, who were. .‘badlv'-;rda
ed ha\il been_ inv a]ldcd o En

soils 'of "Séi‘i';r'ieh
little mounds and cros
Lknow-: \ull e\e_rj_lastmfriv

31



}hunor *rﬂf }\mgwton in our h
we delt{that we"must- uphold | th
all hazards. «-Whilk ‘all ‘the Ca
‘did well, T “oul like to =a
thing :more ‘particular _‘
Cmen~of My own_... la'tt. !
Lwas (O har]re Bennett, i
~oldier. He had Lhara-c “of . tbe
~that carried the h()‘-»pltai panniers,
the Hart's*River fight. %he pony+ :
Lil]crl"anrl Bennett recened a bt,l!et-"
rthrnugh his hat. - William Guy - \\as_
‘_tr_m-rtéher who was _very much in- evis
~dence in that ficht. 1herc are. plentv
of “brave deeds done ‘on the field that |
~are - not recorded. Let me give volur
one instance : At Hart’s River 2
_reached  the ‘hospital  that ~ oné’|
of - our -officers, was \\'011nded!.f
ik he e nlv Jnan__,wh_ Hlun :
-1’6’"4'*0 out “and look for h:m,“a
K nm:t onian:: H('*we:rrt “oyrt-and-ier
—t-he emno ine lme onlv to: hnd




this _gal]'a.nt corps ‘r‘:n'sued ¥n the c!og-
ing~annals “of .the memorable cam-

porter t,alle{[ -upon S un'LIt:ut

“informstion that \ull :he m‘lere:stlng to
every -Canadian. fhcr‘e is perhaps: no

than . the brave: colonel, who, ‘be
bemo- senicr- | officer from Km

was: alcc prcsent at, all the ¢ d’rnj‘

and:’ engagements; * and - who renderad |

heroic serviee to the wounded amt dy--
ing Canadian lads, witen . performing

his duties at_the side of the stfiering.

fraging around hipil

The 2nd mounted. rifles kf!: thfax
ol Janudry llrl,h 1902, ‘and arrived
at. Durban on- Februarv 17th. I"mpj
there they pn;uet-\l(-d 1ow\t.w-!a:~tl¢- go-
inge hy way.of Natal. This teok the

torie by refent events—badysmith, -
| Cotrnsol Hz\j'u]m thi! ialue g Nek.
mafo.  Newpastle wisi l‘t’ﬂ,\‘:h-"ﬂ on lhe
1 ‘?‘}zh Hj re_ P &;w.mtmns Im* -grfne -«er

1L, WD b"u}gx lu;c“mmm
)‘Perﬁu.

_ﬁ\cDm]Y British Whlj No. |3y
July Ll 1901 (Saturday)

paigr.. With 'z view of o'bi‘a:rﬁnvsomé» .
' thmg 1e'-,embimrv -a short. hrni‘-.ﬁry ot
She. worlpf the regnnem - Whig - re-
Col. Dulifon Friday, dnd ehicited sdui{: i

man-more qualified to state the\facts-

and the dying.* while br hL fire. was:

pist  inoumerable  plares oadé h --'?

At was durine this mauh
wﬂumn Mstumbled”  upen th

rOLE CJIL[-.;

fw*?.mmqm

k\\cr(' m ‘toue

‘th

nut coming in coniact withi

hf%ud. ths, mﬁrim

%28 l'lL:

’lhe mlimm
.,'a hlerlwuorp on the “ix_
hree -,dﬂ.}_'_ . later ’slglgy-t-eg_]_,_-‘__ ut

Little Hart’s Ihver. i

River’ ficht. . Three -¢olumns under
L'ols. Kerr, I.x:\\" and Cookeon, had
' to . search for the Bodrs.s
(ien. Walter Kitchenet. a brother {of
L Tnschief, 7 was inreom-

on the mnrn'imr of
.31«. .A.ftt‘l/ murahmg all tmrrmng a

I the native. Gmdt_x were (‘Iw;tltﬁ. ! :
11~.e!e=-.s:-. Col. Cookson | sent Ifmj L:qut' !
| ¢@3‘\&h n, of the  Cansdian scouts

o i
that uxgs
> Har_t_;:r'

colun

toer

33



]qu Tlfw;auii ; 1o -the
:a‘hq FOf tht’\('—n_uho wore +he
ity eh —Imcle-dm\n "th' i
, 3 But ain s- eﬂke—a f\aor: ice |

"'j'thev ud not -muLé -in vam ~

Garruthers Gallant"Stand

# ”Capt Bruce Carruthers was.  in
mmumml of  a company—of (mmth-
fe «ta

s,all Col. Dufi, “and they Jnade
1hey -_\u:re from

“of the dn} “separated as
the '1'.est“€)f the ¢ol-
umn. He and his gallant. little band
“did ‘very much to prevent the Boers
from. rushine the_gcamp. As soomn as
he fbund out “h::{ ll.:ot place they
‘were in, -Cavruthers told his men to
remember that “ thev were all' Cana-
dians * ~and ~ that there was.no sheh™
‘thing as surrender; - they would © ﬁwht
it wit, I8t the result be what *
'”i11-ig::hfl.. Thus encouraged, the. (aua(ll—
ans, and the 28%th mounted infar lrw
as well, stood their, “eground. and, muorht'
Hercely ' On untils every.‘man was eith:
or killed or wounded: Cookson s

|the.
way in which Carruthers went to \\Jmk‘
that -the Boers would not..rush_sthe:
[cam. He cave the hra*«e }umz\{qnmn
ctedit for saving the e camp.’’ ., A e

-satd
ear Iv in the ficht: when hé saw

“Thé colunm’:
were. m[m]f-‘-ml .....
self in t‘d*-El- of lmf_{ht attm l-..., or
'awauli M the w‘ulv morning, as was
mare — probable. | Biit the Boers ' had
| had- #nongh ~of it and’ thev w:thdre“
"wltlr their - J«m] Tangl W\‘tmm]ﬁ]

Aowval (nnar!nm h{uq justieause - to.be

£

prouwd of
( auadml}

m one Aafathe -twnr*-i

W l‘th",
tn

“Every

tim s tn.'hd \\mh uf”_ ﬂl-\
lhis

""'ﬁmke ) —thrhrtter-part “of- '-thr;“
: tampau_rn ’lhx\| historie f‘ﬂtit" S HES
 known- by w\em! nmlle&ml\lmn_d;ﬁ
tley - Tiart” s Ri _e.r e Bl}‘{*}iblﬂt " *aml
Bouima)l e ¥
:’ibout"‘iﬁmn
a ;':t\ed

:as \-m)n as th(‘- B(‘w!w".
sals
Can

‘

34



F.!erksdc.-rp on h : .
CUnTimes lstr——peacer
and the ¢ Tumin - started onthe
trek.: Qn 0‘%l?n'é' “17th theé . horse
handed m “at: ‘Elandsiomel
there was g i/ larce-‘remount
“the" flﬁi ﬁle« nien\ent:ailn
 ban, -and. thiee. ~days °
- oxi the -SS Wﬁnm{red"an.,_
mcnt s timé was. given . the: :Capad
in ‘Durban, although” Hl;ev “desirea-
in! onjer ‘to mal-ce somie. purchas
1o pick “up- some:relies’ and, souy
of ‘South Africa.- -The pagsa
s\aq a 1)Ieaeant oue the"besf,. 0

il “én . the Atlin
hc. thp Vnmn!redmn again lar he
ga!lant paseentrerd-;_,m ¢ Can

""I hey were. happ
and *-urmnder

did’ 5o nmdlh 'L‘he
partmeni m‘umat«l
!

Iater: sembaﬂi (]

mmmeel uh-zuu- ;
 many l)n\“ ol
faced’ n rule
\oUum:w

S

D

35
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P.R. Marshall
Carruthers File
C&E Museum
Archives

17 June 2004

This transcript, taken from a photo copy of a writing by P.R. Marshall “Two Near VC's of
the South African War. Reportedly reprinted from a report submitted to “Minister of
Militia and Defence Canada, by LCOL Evans commanding Officer CMR.” C1902.

“When the camp was being attacked Lieutenant Carruthers party (about 21 men to the 3 and 4"
Troops of E squadron) had moved off to the right of the farm. Sergeant Hodgins, with another
party of the 3" and 4" troops E Squadron, was to the right of Lieutenant Carruthers. Still further
to right was detached post of about 75 mounted infantry. Several hundred Boers swept down on
this post on the right stampeding the mounted infantry, who galloped through the line occupied
by our men. Lieutenant Carruthers assisted by Sergeant Perry, Corporal Wilkinson, Lance
Corporal Bond and Private McCall, kept his men in hand dismounted them and formed into a
half-moon shape to face the Boers. Sergeant Hodgins whose men were being swept off in the
stampede, rallied about ten of them and dismounted to meet the attack. The splendid stand made
by Lieutenant Carruthers’ party, without cover of any kind against over-whelming odds, was well
worthy of the best traditions of Canada and the whole Empire. Before their ammunition was
exhausted 17 out of the 21 were either killed or wounded. Corporal Wilkinson, shot twice, both
in the arm and body continued fighting until he was shot through the eye. He than threw the bolt
of his rifle into the log grass to render it useless to the enemy. Private Evans, although mortally
wounded through the bowels, exhausted his own ammunition, secured another bandolier, used it
up, and as the Boers were making their final rush, he broke his rifle rendering it useless. Private
Evans died shortly after being brought into camp. Private Minchin, although wounded in six
places, fired his last shot when the Boers were only 25 yards off and through his rifle bolt into the
grass. ] have mentioned only a few individual incidents showing the spirit displayed by this party,
but an equally invincible courage and devotion to duty was displayed by Lieutenant Carruthers
and every one of the party with him.”

DRH
Curator
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<> THE MESSAGE MUST GET THROUGH:

4 Bruce Carruthers and the Birth of the Canadian Signaling Corps

Signalling Pros and Cons Student Assignment Sheet

Signalling in the early 20th century was not as easy as it is today. There were no cell phones, texting,
Instagram or Tik Tok. There were methods such as despatch runners/riders that have been around since
ancient times, much more recent developments such as the beginnings of Wireless telegraphy and everything
in between. Each method has its pros and cons, advantages and disadvantages.

Assignment:

For this assignment, your teacher will split you into groups and assign you a method of communication to
research and present. As a group, you will research the pros and cons of the assigned method of
communication and will prepare an argument as to why your method is the most reliable. Each group will
present their argument with visual aids (posters, drawings, photographs, Digital audio visual presentations,
props, etc). The goal is trying to be as convincing as possible. Every person in the group must speak.
Presentations should be no more than 5-10 mins in length. When all the groups have presented, your teacher
will moderate a class discussion to come to a consensus on which method is the most reliable.

You will use Methods of Communicating in the Field by Bruce Carruthers as your primary resource for
research. There are also links to websites that will provide you with additional information to form your

argument.

Links for Further Research

Heliograph
http://www.douglas-self.com/MUSEUM/COMMS/heliogra

ph/heliograph.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heliograph

Telegraph
https://www.thoughtco.com/the-history-of-the-electric-tel
egraph-and-telegraphy-1992542
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Telegraph

Telephone
https://www.thoughtco.com/history-of-the-telephone-alex
ander-graham-bell-1991380
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History of the telephone

Wireless Telegraphy
https://www.thoughtco.com/invention-of-radio-1992382
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wireless_telegraphy
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Begbie Oil Lamp/Signal Lamp
http://www.telegraph-office.com/pages/Black-Watch-Sig
nal-Unit.html

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Signal_lamp
https://www.sofo.org.uk/exhibits/begbie-oil-signal-lamp/

Despatch Runners/Riders
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Despatch_rider
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Runner_(soldier)
https://www.historyextra.com/period/first-world-war/real-
history-trench-runners-ww1-messengers-1917-what-like/
https://www.history.com/news/world-war-i-runners-1917

Semaphore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_semaphore
http://www.themeter.net/semaphore_e.htm?Submit=ope
n
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Signal_lamp
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Runner_(soldier)
https://www.historyextra.com/period/first-world-war/real-history-trench-runners-ww1-messengers-1917-what-like/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/first-world-war/real-history-trench-runners-ww1-messengers-1917-what-like/
https://www.history.com/news/world-war-i-runners-1917
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_semaphore
http://www.themeter.net/semaphore_e.htm?Submit=open
http://www.themeter.net/semaphore_e.htm?Submit=open
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Bruce Carruthers and the Birth of the Canadian Signaling Corps

Student’s Defining Moments Worksheet

During this activity, students will explore the concept of "defining moments" (events or experiences in an
individual’s life, or nation’s history that fundamentally shapes their present-day identity) by identifying these
moments in their own lives and the life of Bruce Carruthers. Students will be required to defend their

selections.
Name:
Defining Defining Defining Defining Defining
Moment #1 Moment#2 |Moment#3 |Moment#4 |Moment #5
WHO

(identify anyone as
well as yourself)

WHEN

(identify when this
took place, date, if
possible)

WHERE

(be specific)

WHAT

(explain the event)

WHY

was this a defining
moment in your
life? Take some
time to think about
it before

MILITARY COMMUNICATIONS AND LE MUSEE DE L'ELECTRONIQUE ET

ELECTRONICS MUSEUM , ,\ DES COMMUNICATIONS MILITAIRES




& THE MESSAGE MUST GET THROUGH:

: A
Dy

Bruce Carruthers and the Birth of the Canadian Signaling Corps

Defining Moments in the Life of Bruce Carruthers Worksheet:

During this activity, students will explore the concept of "defining moments" by identifying these moments in
their own lives and the life of Bruce Carruthers. Students will be required to defend their selections.

Moment #1 Moment #2

WHO

identify all
of the
important
individuals
involved

WHEN

(be as
specific as
possible)

WHERE

(be as
specific as
possible.,
street, city,
province,
north/south,
etc.)

WHAT

details of
event/acco
mplishment
s of the
individual

WHY

a Defining
Moment in
the Life of
Bruce

Carruthers
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