


  

 



 
Sifting Through the Evidence 
Primary Document Analysis Student Worksheet 
 
Examining primary documents can be a challenge if you have never examined them before. A Primary Source 
refers to a document that reflects the first hand life experience of the person in question. They are very 
important for historians to learn about the past but are not always clear in what they mean. Primary document 
analysis requires interpretation. We need to figure out what this particular source is trying to say to us.  
 
When first looking at the document, you want to try to identify what kind of document it is; such as certificates, 
letters, poems, photographs, newspaper articles, etc and try to discover as much information about the person 
as possible. Look for dates, places, people’s names, events to build a biographical sketch of the person’s life.  
 
This file tells the story of Wallace Bruce Mathews Carruthers, a Canadian soldier of the South African War 
(also known as the Boer War) and the founder of the Canadian Signalling Corps. Your task is to find out as 
much as possible about him as a person. The following questions have been prepared to provide you with an 
idea of what researchers look for. Answer them and you will have an idea of what a portion of Bruce 
Carruthers’ life was like. 
 
Sifting Through the Evidence 
 
Primary Document Analysis 
When engaging with a primary document it is important to remember a number of key questions: 

1. What kind of document is it? 
a. Is it a letter? 
b. Is it a photograph? 
c. Is it a certificate? 
d. Is it a newspaper article? 
e. Is it an essay? 
f. Is it a government document? 

2. What are its parts? 
a. Is there an author? 
b. Is there a date? 
c. Are there locations mentioned? 
d. Who is mentioned within the document? 

3. Time to Analyze 
a. What is it talking about? 
b. Can you summarize in your own words the content in the document? 
c. Can you explain why it was written? 
d. What is the historical context? Or What was happening at that time in history? 
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Assignment: For this exercise, choose two documents from your folder and perform an analysis of those 
documents using the questions above. 
 

Primary 
Document 
Name 

What Kind of 
Document? 

Name the Parts Analysis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
Now that you understand how to interpret a primary document, use this knowledge to answer the Research 
Questions about Bruce Carruthers’ Life using all the documents in your folder.  
 
Assignment:  Along with the other members of your group, look through and examine the Primary Source 
Documents & Materials in this file.  Read the following questions, and answer them accordingly.  Be sure to 
note the source of your answers. 
 
Fill Out You Answers in this Table 
 

Research Question Answer Source 

When did Bruce 
Carruthers enroll in 
RMC? 
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When did Bruce 
Carruthers graduate 
from RMC? 

  

After passing the 
course of Instruction in 
Army Signalling, 
Carruthers was 
qualified to act as a 
_______________ in 
Army Signalling 

  

What year was 
Carruthers qualified to 
instruct the Cavalry 
Pioneers? 

  

In 1893, Bruce 
Carruthers was 
appointed which rank? 
What was the Battalion 
number and regiment? 
 

  

How old was Bruce 
Carruthers when he 
volunteered for the 
Boer War in 1899 

  

Read the poem “At the 
Battle of Hardt River”; 
summarize the role of 
Bruce Carruthers in 
three-five lines. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

What are the six forms 
of communication 
available in the fields 
according to 
Carruthers? 
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What forms of 
communication are the 
enemy likely to want to 
destroy? 

  

Why are mounted 
orderlies and cyclists 
dangerous forms of 
communication in 
hostile countries? 

  

According to 
Carruthers, which 
method of 
communication is 
advantageous? 

  

Carruthers states 10 
situations where visual 
signalling could be 
used. What are they? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

When does visual 
signalling fail? 
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During the South 
African War (Boer War) 
when did the 
authorities realize the 
need for signalling? 

  

What prize did the City 
of Kingston give to 
Bruce Carruthers upon 
his return to Kingston in 
July 1902? 

  

Which group had the 
superior numbers 
during the Battle of 
Hardt River, The 
British/Canadians or 
the Boers?  
 

  

Describe the events at 
The Battle of Hardt’s 
River. 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Who was Carruthers 
married to? 

  

What was General 
Order 167? 

  

When did Bruce 
Carruthers die? 
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Primary Documents 
 
AT THE BATTLE OF HARDT RIVER, 1902 
 
A thrill of joy – yet sadness fills each heart 
For our brave Canadian stand at (Kleinhardt) 
Where they fought the Boers that day 
Till scarce a man was left they say 
They’ve won glory for Canada and flag 
 
Bruce Carruthers’ little band of men 
(By the hundreds) they charged – they fought to take them then 
His shot the leader kills 
“Back – No Surrender” how it thrills 
He’s won glory for Canada and flag 
 
Remember Evans dying on the veldt 
Firing his last shot of a hundred in his belt 
Smashing rifles while Grim Death 
Still struggles for his breath 
He’s won glory for Canada and flag 
 
All Nations praise, some envy as they cheer 
Hearts knit to the Mother Country have no fear 
Our Anglo Saxon blood 
We’ll win glory for Canada and flag 
 
To those mourning lost ones (among) the brave 
Our Empire weeps with you (oer) their graves 
We’ll write each honoured name 
On our country’s roll of fame 
They’ve won glory for Canada and flag 
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Signalling Pros and Cons Student Assignment Sheet 
 
Signalling in the early 20th century was not as easy as it is today. There were no cell phones, texting, 
Instagram or Tik Tok. There were methods such as despatch runners/riders that have been around since 
ancient times, much more recent developments such as the beginnings of Wireless telegraphy and everything 
in between. Each method has its pros and cons, advantages and disadvantages.  
 
Assignment: 
For this assignment, your teacher will split you into groups and assign you a method of communication to 
research and present. As a group, you will research the pros and cons of the assigned method of 
communication and will prepare an argument as to why your method is the most reliable. Each group will 
present their argument with visual aids (posters, drawings, photographs, Digital audio visual presentations, 
props, etc). The goal is trying to be as convincing as possible. Every person in the group must speak. 
Presentations should be no more than 5-10 mins in length. When all the groups have presented, your teacher 
will moderate a class discussion to come to a consensus on which method is the most reliable.  
 
You will use Methods of Communicating in the Field by Bruce Carruthers as your primary resource for 
research. There are also links to websites that will provide you with additional information to form your 
argument.  
 
Links for Further Research  
 
Heliograph 
http://www.douglas-self.com/MUSEUM/COMMS/heliogra
ph/heliograph.htm 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heliograph 
 
Telegraph 
https://www.thoughtco.com/the-history-of-the-electric-tel
egraph-and-telegraphy-1992542 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Telegraph 
 
Telephone 
https://www.thoughtco.com/history-of-the-telephone-alex
ander-graham-bell-1991380 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_telephone 
 
Wireless Telegraphy 
https://www.thoughtco.com/invention-of-radio-1992382 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wireless_telegraphy 
 
 
 

Begbie Oil Lamp/Signal Lamp 
http://www.telegraph-office.com/pages/Black-Watch-Sig
nal-Unit.html 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Signal_lamp 
https://www.sofo.org.uk/exhibits/begbie-oil-signal-lamp/ 
 
Despatch Runners/Riders 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Despatch_rider 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Runner_(soldier) 
https://www.historyextra.com/period/first-world-war/real-
history-trench-runners-ww1-messengers-1917-what-like/ 
https://www.history.com/news/world-war-i-runners-1917 
 
Semaphore  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_semaphore 
http://www.themeter.net/semaphore_e.htm?Submit=ope
n 

 

http://www.douglas-self.com/MUSEUM/COMMS/heliograph/heliograph.htm
http://www.douglas-self.com/MUSEUM/COMMS/heliograph/heliograph.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heliograph
https://www.thoughtco.com/the-history-of-the-electric-telegraph-and-telegraphy-1992542
https://www.thoughtco.com/the-history-of-the-electric-telegraph-and-telegraphy-1992542
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Telegraph
https://www.thoughtco.com/history-of-the-telephone-alexander-graham-bell-1991380
https://www.thoughtco.com/history-of-the-telephone-alexander-graham-bell-1991380
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_telephone
https://www.thoughtco.com/invention-of-radio-1992382
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wireless_telegraphy
http://www.telegraph-office.com/pages/Black-Watch-Signal-Unit.html
http://www.telegraph-office.com/pages/Black-Watch-Signal-Unit.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Signal_lamp
https://www.sofo.org.uk/exhibits/begbie-oil-signal-lamp/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Despatch_rider
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Runner_(soldier)
https://www.historyextra.com/period/first-world-war/real-history-trench-runners-ww1-messengers-1917-what-like/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/first-world-war/real-history-trench-runners-ww1-messengers-1917-what-like/
https://www.history.com/news/world-war-i-runners-1917
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_semaphore
http://www.themeter.net/semaphore_e.htm?Submit=open
http://www.themeter.net/semaphore_e.htm?Submit=open


 
Student’s Defining Moments Worksheet 

During this activity, students will explore the concept of "defining moments" (events or experiences in an 
individual’s life, or nation’s history that fundamentally shapes their present-day identity) by identifying these 
moments in their own lives and the life of Bruce Carruthers. Students will be required to defend their 
selections. 
 
Name: ____________________________________________ 

  Defining 
Moment #1 

Defining 
Moment #2 

Defining 
Moment #3 

Defining 
Moment #4 

Defining 
Moment #5 

WHO 
 
(identify anyone as 
well as yourself) 
 

          

WHEN 

(identify when this 
took place, date, if 
possible) 

     

WHERE 

 
(be specific) 
 

          

WHAT 

(explain the event) 
 

 

          

WHY 
 
was this a defining 
moment in your 
life? Take some 
time to think about 
it before 

          

 

 



 
Defining Moments in the Life of Bruce Carruthers Worksheet:  
 
During this activity, students will explore the concept of "defining moments" by identifying these moments in 
their own lives and the life of Bruce Carruthers. Students will be required to defend their selections. 
 

 Moment #1 Moment #2 

WHO 

 
identify all 
of the 
important 
individuals 
involved 

   

WHEN 

(be as 
specific as 
possible) 

   

WHERE 
 
(be as 
specific as 
possible., 
street, city, 
province, 
north/south, 
etc.) 

   

WHAT 

 
details of 
event/acco
mplishment
s of the 
individual 

   

WHY 

 
a Defining 
Moment in 
the Life of 
Bruce 
Carruthers 

   

 

 


